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Biologist, at theaboveaddress
(Telephone602/379.-4720, FT’S 281—4720).
SUPPLEMENTARYINPORMAT1O~

Background

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Finding on Petition to Ust
the California Floater (Clam)

AGENCY: FishandWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACflON Noticeof 90-daypetition
finding.

SUMMARY~The U.S. FishandWildlife
Serviceannouncesa 90-daypetition
finding for a petitiontoamendtheLists
of EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants.The petition to list a clam,
the Californiafloater (Anodonta
cahforniensis),doesnot present
substantialInformationto indicatethat
listing the speciesasendangeredor
threatenedis warranted.
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
noticewasmadeon September18. 1990.

ADOREUES: Information,comments,or
questionsregardingthepetition maybe
submittedto theField Supervisor.U.S.
Fish andWildlife Service,Ecological
ServicesFieldOffice, 3618West
Thomas,Suite6, Phoenix.Arizona
85019.Thepetition, petition finding, and
supportingdataareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat theaddress
listedabove.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATiON CONTACT:
Sally Stefferud,FishandWildlife

Section4(b)(3)(A) of the Endangered
SpeciesAct of 1973, asamended(16
U.S.C.1531etseq.),requiresthatfor any
petition to revisetheLists of
EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlantsthe FishandWildlife Service
(Service)shall makeafinding within 90
daysof thedateof receiptof the petition
on whetherthe petition(a) presents
substantialscientificor commercial
information indicatingthat the
petitionedactionmaybe warranted,or
(b) doesnot presentsubstantial
scientificor commercialinformation
indicating that the petitionedactionmay
be warranted.Such a90-dayfinding is
to be publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.

A petition, datedDecember20, 1989,
from ThomasHulenof thePueblo
GrandeMuseumin Phoenix,Arizona.
wasreceivedby theServiceon
December26, 1989. Thepetition
requestedthe Serviceto list a clam,the
Californiafloater (Anodonta
californiensis)asan endangeredor
threatenedspecies.

The California floater is afreshwater
musselthat is foundin Pacific drainages
of Washington,Oregon,California,
Idaho,Nevada,Utah,andArizona;
southernBritish Columbia,Canada;and
ChihuahuaandpossiblySonora,
Mexico. In its larval stageit is parasitic
on thegills, fins, orbarbelsof fish.
Whetherthe Californiafloater is host-
specificto acertainspeciesorgenusof
fish is unknown.As anadult, the floater
livesin sandandmud on stream
bottoms.The life spanis unknown,but
closelyrelatedspecieslive for 10 to 15
years.

Threatsto the Californiafloater come
primarily from alterationand
destructionofriverine habitats,
includingchannelization,dredging,
impoundment,erosion,siltation,water
diversion,groundwaterpumping.
pollution,andwatershedmodifications.
Statusof the Californiafloatermayalso
betied to a specificfish or groupof fish
thatserveashostsfor the larval stage.
Manyof thenativefisheswithin the
rangeof thefloateraredepletedby
habitatalterationandby competition
andpredationby non-nativefishes
introducedby humanseither
inadvertentlyor for variouspurposes.
Theproliferationof theintroduced
Asianclam(Corbiculamanilensis)may
alsobeadverselyaffectingthe
Californiafloater throughinterspecific
competition.
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Informationin thepetition indicates
that,althoughthe Californiafloaterwas
apparentlyhistorically relatively
widespreadin Arizona, it is now
restrictedto only oneareaof theupper
Black Riverin easternArizonaand
possiblyin ChevelonCreekin north
centralArizona.Historicpopulationsin
the ColoradoRiverhavebeenextirpated
dueto extensivemodificationof the
habitatby dams,channelization,water
diversion,anddredging.Otherhistoric
Arizonapopulations,suchas thosein
theSantaCruzandSanPedroRivers,
havebeenextirpatedby the drying up of
thoseriversthroughwaterdiversion,
groundwaterpumping,andwatershed
modification.Dataalsoexist that
indicatethatpopulationsofCalifornia
floaterhavebeenextirpatedin thearea
of Los Angeles,California,by
channelizationandothermodifications
of thehabitat.

No dataareavailableon the
Californiafloater in the majority of its
range.The statusof thespeciesin
British Columbia,Washington,Oregon,
Idaho,Nevada,northernCalifornia,
Utah, andChihuahuais unknown.
Althoughmanyof thestreamsin that
rangehavebeensubjectto various
degreesof modificationby humans,
thereis no informationto supportan
assumptionthat theCaliforniafloater
hasbeensubstantiallydepletedor is
subjectto seriousthreatsthroughoutall
or a significantportion of its range.The
Servicehasreviewedthebestscientific
andcommercialinformationavailable
on theCaliforniafloater,andhas
determinedthatthe petitiondid not
presentsubstantialinformation
indicatingthat listing this speciesas
endangeredorthreatenedmaybe
warranted.

TheServiceintendsto addthe
California floater to thelist of species
consideredto be candidatesfor Federal
listing asacategory2 species.Category
2 speciesarethosefor which
information now in possessionof the
Serviceindicatesthatproposingto list
asendangeredor threatenedis possibly
appropriate,but for which conclusive
dataon biological vulnerabilityand
threatsarenot currentlyavailableto
supportaproposedrule.

The Servicewould appreciateany
additionaldata,comments,and
suggestionsfrom the public,other
concernedgovernmentalagencies,the
scientificcommunity,industry,orany
interestedparty concerningthis species.

Author

NewMexico 87103(505/766—3972 or FTS
474—3972).

Authority: The authorityfor this action is
theEndangeredSpeciesAct (16 U.S.C. 1531—
1543).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFRPart17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Exports, Imports, Reportingandrecord-
keepingrequirements,and
Transportation.

Dated:October17, 1990.
RichardN.Smith.
ActingDirector,Fish and Wildlife Service.
[FR Doc. 90—25494Filed10—26-90;8:45 am)
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This noticewaspreparedby Sally
Stefferud(seeADDRESSES)andSonja
Jahrsdoerfer,U.S. FishandWildlife
Service,P.O.Box 1306,Albuquerque,
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